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MESSAGE OF PRESIDENT BENSON 
Delivered to the Legislature of Liberia, Dec. 
10, 1857. 

Tue comparative quiet attending the biennial 
election of President, Vice-President, and the Le- 
gislature in May, 1858, is noticed with commen- 
dation. Attention is invited to the solemn trust 
conferred upon them, and their obligations to seek 
Divine guidance in discharging their duties, He 
acknowledges God's mercies to them in the follow- 
ing emphatic language : 


Providence has blessed us with favorable sea- 
sons for the abuadant production of the necessaries 
of life ; and since the return of our troops from the 
county of Maryland, peace has prevailed through- 
out the Republic to an extent equalling any former 
occasion. The principal, and I may almost say the 
only disturbances worthy of note among the abo- 
rigines, have been excited by the emigrant system 
prosecuted by foreiga vessels on our coast during 
the year, and which have now pretty well subsided 
through the interposition of this government. The 
general health of the Republic, with little excep- 
tion, has been good. Many of the churches have 
heen fevored with a gracious outpouring of the 
Lloly Spirit, and large ingatherings of souls. Ia 
all these respects we have been favored far beyond 
anything we have deserved from Lis bountiful 
hand; and it becomes us individually and collect- 
ively to feel profoundly grateful for the multitude 
of Ilis unmerite! mercies. 


The searcity of food and the pecuniary pressure 
were not the result of defective seasons, but attrib- 
utable to causes for which the people are respon- 
sible, and which they can remedy by more indus- 
try and economy. The President had visited the 
new section of the Republic, and settled some dis- 
turbing questions amoag the chiefs, aad found all 
disposed to quietaess except a trib: at Garroway, 
whose turbulence is especially brought to the notice 
of the Legislature. The President considers the 
acquisition of Maryland county, with a ses-coast of 
140 miles, aa event on which it is hardly possible 
to place too high an estimate. Ile says: * 

It embraces the most densely inhabited sec- 
tions of this lepublic, and, from what I have 
learned, is second to none ia point of bewuty, fer- 
tility, and commerce. Though there has been 
considerable failure in the rice crops along the coast 
for the last three years, and the additional fact, 
that that part of the coast is so constantly visited 
by foreiga traders for procuring oil, dyewoods, 
ivory, grains, ete. ete. yet one of our principal 
merchants residiag here informed me a few weeks 
ago, that one of his vessels in the moath of October 
took in within a few days, and that pretty much at 
one point within and near the north eastera boua- 
dary of that county, about 2600 kroos of rice, re- 

ving on board several days on an average 400 

ys per day. 

tis my wish to make a visit as low as the ex 
». me extent of the Republic, so soon after the 
closdg of your session as may be practicable, to hold 
frienklly mterviews, especially with those chiefs in 
the n@pwly acquired territory who reside beyond the 
Cape ; to have sketches taken of the most prom- 
inent jpoiats, and have a map of the Republic ex- 


ecuted’ as accurately as may be practicable under 
the cirttumstances. 


An application will be made to the African Steam 
Company to make Cape Palmas a point at which 
the British Commercial Steam Line will call, and 
also for a British Vice-Consulate at that poiat. 

Sinou and Bassa counties have passed by the 
crisis of want, and vegetables, excepting rice, have 
seldom ever been cheaper. 


This fact, together with the excellent rice crops 
at Cape Mouat aad vicinity this year—the result 
of adjusting the native difficulties up there last year 
—warrant us in the belief that the supply of do- 
mestic provisions will fir exceed the demand dar- 
ing the ensuing year, Tuis is not vuly as it should 
always be, but as it may always be, if as a 
we will cultivate a spirit of due self-respect, by 
constant aves of the appropriate means of 
industry and frugality, 80 as to escape so bumiliat- 
ing @ dilemma ia the future. I have also been ia- 
formed by their respective Superintendents that 
there are uadoubted signs of gradual progress ia 
each county. 


The British and French emigration movements 
aic prominently referred to, and while the opinion 
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is expressed that the French Government had no 
design to injure Liberia, or promote disturbances 
among the natives, the evil effects actually result- 
ing are dwelt upon fully, especially the wars and 
kidoapping : 

You are no doubt aware that the enterprise was 
vigorously prosecuted on our coast by British sub- 


jects a few years ago; but upon the issue of a proc- 
Lamation by this government— which was impelled 
by the constant predatory wars fomented by the 
system —requiring all such emigrant ships to repair 
to this port before clearing the coast, for the pur- 
pose of complying with the law enjoining the pro- 
curement of passports, that ascertainment might be 
made by this government as to whether such emi- 
gration was voluntary or constrained, they volun- 
tarily discontinued the enterprise, having been con- 
vinced of the evils it created among the aborigines, 
notwithstanding the purity of motives by which the 
a a were actuated. 

M. Chevalier, a French citizon, commenced pros- 
ecuting a similar enterprise on our coast in 1852 
or 1853, and I t to have to say, that such have 
been the intolerable evils resulting from the same, 
that this government has been compelled more 
than once to adopt pacific measures for their re- 
pression. By this system wars have been fomented 
among a within this Republic to make 
prisoners with which to supply emigrant ships ; 
and though these may not ‘ey beon intended oer 
fully kaown to some of the masters and owners of 
such ships, they are nevertheless facts withia the 
knowledge of our own citizens as well as of for- 
eigners trading on our coast. This gave rise to the 
renewal last year of the proclamation by this gov- 
ernment, ey upon all such ships a strict com- 
pliance with the law requiring the procuremeat of 
passports, which, it was hoped, would have some- 
what remedied the evil. But on my arrival at 
Cape Mount last March, | found M Chevalier there 
in a ship—arrived two days previously——prosecut- 
ing the same business between Cape Mount and 
Gallinas (both inclusive), and had refused to allow 
a boat sent off from the settlement of Robertsport 
to board him. I immediately directed Captain 
pa to dispatch Midshipman Llarris, of the 
Lark, to the said ship, with my compliments to M, 
a ah —_ him that it was legally 

i y requisite that he touch at Mon. 
rovia, oe od the Secretary of State 
ports for all emigrants obtained within the juris- 
diction of this Republic, as also to settle the duties 
accruing on all merchandize landed or disposed of 
by him withia the same. I also addressed him a 
note to that effect by the same conveyance; with 
all which he assured me there would be a faithful 
compliance by him. In about ten minutes after 
Midshipman Llarris left the emigraat ship on his 
way back, and when about a hundred yards dis- 
tant from her, he espied and overhauled a canoe 
near to and making for said ship with a man on 
board securely bouad with cords, whom Mr, Har. 
ris released and brought on board the Lark; and 
whom I subsequently brought to this city on m 
return in the Lark. This man reported that he had 
been unexpectedly seized oa shore that morning at 
Sugaree—distant only five miles from Roberisport 
een with cords, thrown into a canoe, and was 
being involuntarily taken off to M. Chevalier as an 
emi He was incessant in his expressions of 
gratitude (o his rescuers, 

M. Chevalier preceded me some four or five days 
to Monrovia, and had left before m ey ge 
asl learned on my arrival, evaded while in 
port a compliance with the passport law without 


Prem hie port", Ohevdhor pre 





leeward, at different points 







































— ee ee ee — — 


within our jurisdiction, for the purpose of ur- 
ing emigrants, and leaving the tribes of ce pales 
at which he touched in a state of hostility with 
adios tribes and clans. 

e return of M. Chevalier to the coast again in 
August with an additional number of vessels, some 
steamers, and their actual ent ia the agne 
business, rating thereby intestine wars a 
system of kidnapping among and by the natives 
withia the jurisdiction of this blic, both to the 
windward and leeward of this city, induced me in 
the same moath (August) to communicate directly 
with the French goveroment on the subject, setting 
forth the main faets in the case, and req 
prompt action be taken to cause French su 
to desist at once from the violation of our statute 
laws, as well as express treaty stipulations subsist- 
ing between the two nations. 

feel impelled by a sense of duty, gentlemen, to 
specially invite your attention to the necessity and 
propriety of so providing by law at this session, as 
will effectually put an end to this system of pro- 
curing emigrants of our abori for foreiga coun- 
tries. There is no good init! It is antagonistic 
to our avowed priaciples, and must be revolting 
to the feelings of a humane Christian world! [am 
fully aware of the difficulty and ap t incon- 
peo of restraining voluntary emigration in a 
Republican goverament ; but whea the moral, in- 
tellectual, and social condition of our a 
considered, we fiad ourselves necessitated to a great 
extent to assume the relation of guardians to them ; 
which relation the claims of humanity and justice 
dictate we should sustain to them, at least uatil 
they attain to a greater moral, social, and intel- 
lectual elevation. 

The numerous evils that have already to our 
knowledge resulted from the system, and which 
have so repeatedly and at so much expense re- 
quired the fterpasition of this government to re- 
press, plainly dictate to us that we must either sus- 
tain the relation of guardians to them to a consider- 
able extent, or else renounce our political juris- 
diction. We mast judge for thom ia this case, and 
by law put an effectual stop to a system that will 
ever—while beigg prosecuted—prove destructive 
to their peace and welfare, and that will entail a 
disgrace upon our land and country. 


The change of site of the Liberia from 
Clay Ashland, on the St. Paul’s River, to a point a 
few hundred yards to the south-east of the light- 
house on the summit of Cape Messurado is re- 
ferred to and explained. It appears that the ma- 
terials for a college building which had been 
shipped from Boston in the summer of 1856 and 
arrived in Liberia in December of that year, had 
lain unused for a year because of a division of opin- 
jon as to the best location for it, Men are now 
erecting the building. The schools in the recepta- 





cles are referred to with approbation. The teach- 
ers are paid from the income of the legacy of 
$10,000 made by the late Augustus Graham, of 


Brooklya, N. Y. 
The President refers to a treaty of amity, eom- 


merce, and navigation in process of negotiation with 
Belgium, and as an argument in favor of well-con- 


sidered treaties, remarks that— 


of the 
on 
Excepting our national infancy and weakness, cata pare 


which with all 


i} the cause already 
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contention and malignit the negotiation and 
ratification of treaties pte hm have been 
well considered and based upon the safe—the Di- 
vine principle of reciprocity. 

The question of Reveaue is discussed at length. 
Evidence had been preseated to President Benson, 
showing that large amounts of merchandise were 
yearly introduced iato the north-western portion 
of Liberia from Sierra Leone, through the Boom 
Kittam River, and its connected lagoons, thus 
evading the payment of duties. Io like man- 
ner, large amounts of merchandise are landed at 
poiats eastward of Cape Palmas without payment 
of duties. The amount so introduced much ex- 
ceeds that at ports of entry; thus, at the same 
time, injuring the Liberia merchants by an unfair 
competition, and diminishing the reveoue. 

The remedy of this state of things involves se- 
rious difficulties, which are thus stated : 

To attempt an enforcement of our revenue laws 
in those sections of country, this t would 
have to employ a number of of her best aad 
most discreet citizens to be located at different 

ints, whose enforcement of the law would at best 

imperfect, and atteaded with difficulties of no 
ordinary nature for a number of years ; difliculties 
that would likely iavolve us ia war with some of 
the tribes inhabiting that section of country which, 
for many other considerations as well as those of 
humanity, we should by all justifiable means try 
to avoid, 

Under these circumstances, it has been suggested, 
and President Benson urges that a treaty be made 
with England to accept the privilege of absolute 
unrestricted free trade with Liberia for ten years, 
for the annual sum of $100,000. 

The equity of securing an income, as well as its 
general advantage to commerce, are stated as rea- 
sons on which to base the proposition. 

The President asserts, that with such an income 
secured, the interior ex and the instruc- 
tion of the native tribes in the cultivation of cotton, 
coffee, etc., etc. by agents of the Liberia Govern- 
ment which would follow, would, before the expira- 
tion of the ten years, double the amount of im- 
ports and exports. It would hasten the forming 
of new settlements to the north-west and south- 
east boundaries of the Republic. lt would put an 
end to the murmarings of a class of coast-wise 
traders, and it would enable the Republic to open 
highways to facilitate trade from the iaterior, 

The has been made to the British 
government, and is under consideration. The 


that | President gives the Legislature a gentle hint con- 


cerning a fault which seems common to all legisla- 
tive bodies, by urgiog attention to the important 
public business early in the session. A dozen bills 
failed to receive Executive approval, being passed 
so late in the session as to prevent examination and 
requisits modifications. 

A new compilation of their laws had just been 
effected, and 900 copies bound! as punphlets pre- 
pared by the goverament. 

Some recommendation of legislation on important 
subjects are submitted, as follows : 

The following enactments and amendaents were 


recommended in my last Message, but for 
re oo not com- 
menced on some, nor consummated on others, 


Perhaps it will be your pleasure to take early and | veyed 


them, so as to provide some 
to meet very important cases 


Geteite rao by which 


that will frequently occur in the Republic. 
1, An act to fixa value to the various for. 
_coins that ly circulate within the Re- 
ublic. 
, 2. A law declariag what shall constitute one a 
citizen of this C. 


3. A law making the punishment for larceny 
more stringeat. 
4. A law of descent, or of hereditary succession. 
5. A law requiring within a given time—in or- 
der to their validity—the public record of convey- 
ances and of other documents involving title to real 
estate 


law,” such as the arrest 
tionaries, or the violation 
ducts, ete., ete, 


CARE OF IMMIGRANTS. 


A formal iaquiry was made by the Executive 
Committee of pas! Anes poo — ara Page as 
to the extent, on govern- 
supervision of, and 
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ject during the interim, I have been led to the con 
clusion that no arrangement can be entered into 
between the parties that will fully and satisfactori!) 
secure the object contemplated by the Society, un 
leas it be - a larger and more thorough seale, and 
uen ulriog a greater ex iture than 
pege ee A the os actoty at = and fw 
some time to come will justify. It has therefore 
occured to my mind that the most feasiible and ap - 
method of effectually securing the very 

ble object contemplated, as well as gf con 
ducting the great Colonization coterprise on an in 
mg and enlarged seale, wonld be by the 
pited States government coming up to the aid oi 

the Society by negotiating a treaty with this gos 
ernment, or a simple arrangemeat—if that term 
suits better—by which that government will tender 
to this an annual sum of two hwndred thousand 
dollars—or less or more, as may be agreed upon 
—in consideration that this governwent guarant: 
to receive annually, and ir every reasonable respec 
ide for voluntary colored immigrants from th. 
nited States, as well as such recaptured Africans 
as may be brought in by American cruisers, not «x 

ceeding a definite number annually. 

I caanot doubt that a proposition for such an a: - 

t would commend itself to the judgmen: 
of irtelligent and philanthropic of both Govern- 
ments, By this arrangement, the Society, inde 
tof such aid and codperation as it would 

ikely receive from that goverament, would be 
able with its usual annual income to convey four 
times the number of immigrants to these shores— 
and Liberia would be prepared to receive them— 
that it can under the prosent system ; for then their 
care and ex would cease 60 soon as the imini 
ts and their effects were landed. It is a fact 
cannot be successfully controverted, that the 
American Colonization Society and their agents i: 
Liberia have, as a general thing, been unremitting in 


their efforts to comfortably provide in every respect 
for immigrants during the six months of their 
residence here ; they have acted nobly; they have 
done well, considering the uate system—ow- 
ing to an insufficiency of fands—under which they 
have hitherto , 

But the ts under the proposed arrange 


for, and, uently, more success would attend 
passing through the ordeal of acclimating, 
that most important part of the enterprise 
must be confessed is that which is con- 
in Liberia—would be prosecuted under « 
by and under 

this government. 
this govern. 


wae» Bally - eat extent as well as im- 
mms he uture tmanigeation, to endaia ond = 


to yled “the Seoretary 
or any other suitable appellation, 
him in each county the necessary 
subalterns for the effectual 
the duties of that important branch 
Secretary or Chief of Iw i 
to make minute statistical and othe: 
i annually, and to make 
communication as often tothe Kxecu 
tive as may be deemed : 
Thus government, having the immediate sup 
vision, could ptly correct by dismissal or oth 
erwise any uencies on the part of those 
charged with duties affecting the interests of iam: 





. |hesitatingly agree 






grants, and thus afford a speedy redress for all rea! 
vances. , 

This government would also be able to so ar- 
range by law, as that immigrants should be located 
conveniently near, and placed in possession of their 
lands immediately on their arrival—it being sur 

in advance of their arrival , and inlly 
for their instruction in the —_ mode of on 
and of prosecuting other industrial pursuits in a 
country whose climate, productions, and customs 
would be to them. 

By this instruction, and the exercise of a jadi 
cious surveillancce over them, it could be easily a» 
certained what ay oy aaron A of y he 
spective companies should, for reasons their 
control, be rationed r than ed Bix 


months; and if able to do anything, in what way 
should be em daring the time they 
continue beneficiaries after the expiration of 
their first six months. 


I feel confident in the belief, that all who have 
lived a few years in Liberia, and have paid due at 
tention to the many evils attendant upon the influx 
of immigran(s the present system, will un- 

with that 
the interest 
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number to New-York, Boston, and New- 
Orleans. The free States take the palm in this 
business. —Journal of Commerce. 





From the Harrisbarg (Pa) Herald of March 25. 


FROM LIBERIA. 
Letier from a Colored Settler from Har- 
risbarg, Pa. 
Rosesreront, Livgnia, Feb. 1. 

Ma. Evrron :— With what reflections we 
recount the prosperity of this incipient settlement. 
Eigbteen months ago it was a dense wilderness, and 
was the haunt of the roving deer, and the couching 
leopard. This cape in its crude and natural a 
pearance, presented a great and romantic spectacle 
to the ing mariner, from its surf-beaten base to 
its verdant crest, but since the woodman’s axe has 
fallen the forest, the carpenter has erected the houses, 
the farmer has cultivated the soil, and the azure 
smoke curling from our humble homes, it presents 
the sublime scene of industry, peace, and content- 
ment. 

The population numbers five hundred, and so- 
ciety, with its respective ramifications, is bei 
formed upon a basis which will give it cast 
character. Fashions of various kinds are introduced 
among the fair ones by the arrival of every com- 

y of emigrants. Ky a recent importation, the 
- s, with all their paraphernalia, were inaugurat- 
ed, but not without the ridicule and condemnation 
of the more practical matrons, Our ladies at first 
selected bawhoo, a species of the reed, but the 
wrecks were so frequent, that necessity soon dis- 
covered in our sequestered forest, a very superior 
rattan, and now these terrestrial balloons peram- 
bulate with more assurance of safety. es. Ox: 
President Roberts having received the fashion from 
England, a short time ago, modestly introduced it 
into Monrovia; but it seems as if the circumference 
of the hoops has expanded with the rapid increase 
of the fashion. 

Ab-Del-Rachis, a native of the West Indies, de- 
serted from an American vessel, and by some hocus- 

us manceuvreing, was allowed, as African sailors 
requently are, to identify himself with the Liberi- 
ans. He gave various performances in different 
partsof the country, in the art of legerdemain. His 
were the first exbibition of the kind, and wherever 
he performed crowds of citizens and natives assem- 
bled ¢ to witness his astonishing feats. So great was 
the native curiosity, that he was induced to go into 
the country and give exhibitions to them, in one in- 
stance before a purely African audience, he was 
swinging through a large fire, when suddenly the 
rope broke, and he fell into the thickest of the 
flames ; the natives, thinking that it was part of the 
performance, wondered at the feat, and applauded 
in their indigenous simplicity, as the actor scram. 
bled from his warm reception, but on realizing the 
state of affairs exclaimed,“ Ah! that daddy burn 
for true.” Ina few days he was well enough, not- 
withstanding, to coatinue to astonish the natives. 

A barracuda, a voracious fish of the pike species, 
sprung at a sailor in one of our small coasting ves- 
sels, while ia the act of lighting his pipe, » few 
nights ago, striking him on the side of the face with 
such a force as to sever the optic nerve, drive the 
eye from the sockets and leave it dangling on the 
cheek by the integuments. The fish did not escape, 

The steamer Penelope, Her Majesty's flag sbip 
for the coast, arrived at Monrovia, oan Sunday, the 
18th ult, and sumewhat confused our pious reflec- 
tions, as the churches were being dismissed, by a 
national salute to the flag of our Republic, as soon 
as they had anchored. ‘The officers came on shore, 
reported themselves to the authorities, who uafurled 
the Lone Star, and informed them that the salute 
would be returned on the following day. After the 
salute had been acknowledged by the government, 
the English Admiral came on shore and paid his 
respects to the President. After remaining a few 
days she continued cruising ajong the coast, On 
the 20th ult, the United States sloop of-war Vin- 
cenoes arrived at the same port from America, 
They saluted and were re-saluted. They visited 
our citizens and appeared to enjoy themselves, as 
Americans always do who come among us. Some 
dinners were given, to which the principal officers 
were invited, who returned the compliment by in- 
viting President Beoson and others on board to dine, 
and received them with a salute and becoming hon- 
ors. 

His Excellency, 8. A. Benson entered on his see- 
ond term of office on the 4th ult, with the usual 
ceremonies. A large number of persons, and 
among them many ladies, assembled to hear his in- 
augural address, which as a state document won for 
him the admiration of his countrymen, who, without 
distinction of party, raised him to his exalted posi- 
tion, 

Hon, E, J. Roye and family, a distinguished pol- 
itician and successful merchant, arrived from New. 
York, in a vessel which he purchased in that city. 
‘This is the second vessel purchased fn the States, 
with their cargoes, within the last fifteea months by 
Liberia merchants, Dr, Dunbar, of New-York city, 
came & passenger with him to visit the country and 
attead to mercantile business with which he is in 
terested with one of our houses. If colored men, 
hike hum, would invest their capital in our trade, 
they would not only realize a handsome profit, but 
would reflect credit upon themselves by iviog 
position and influence to their race on those Fist int 
shores. 

Taree tons of superior coffee have been exported 
within the last year from Bassa county, and from 
the growing interest which our farmers have mani- 
fested, we may expect a gradual increase in this ar- 
ticle. Two thousand pounds of sugar, and two 
thousand gallons of syrup have been made from the 
estate of the late J. M. Richardson, Esq., and but 
one half of the cane has been ground; other far- 
mers throughout the country are reaping an abua- 
dant harvest of their industry. The agricultural io- 
terest is everywhere advancing. Our citizens are 
being awakened to the necessity of becoming a great 

uctive community, aod ere long, coffee which 

AS BO Superior, sugar, arrowroot, ginger, indigo, 
cotton, maby other valuable products will be 
raised for exportation. Liberia has wealth enough 
within herself to be a flourishing country, but as a 


wants the pes elements necessary to de 
e k capital we 


resources. have minds, but we 
have comparative means, but we weed economy ; we 
have industry, but we require system; we have a 
prolific , but are i ia numerical 
strength that will develop its resources, and give 
character and dignity to our . 

Yours, in haste, Tos, M, Cuzsren, 


From the Maryland Colonization Journal 
VOYAGE TO LIBERTA. 
No. VIIL 
The Cape Palmas War. 


We have often alluded to the fact of having 
more or less to do, on shipboard and 
that our present voyage, instead 
pm Ge > > 
be one of and anxiety ; 
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to us with the firet intel! from Cape Mount; 
the kroomen who based the ship, said “War hb 


Palmas.” The words dropped like 
wy 4 hearts, or “run like iron through ¢ 
blood.” We oo we b— - he ey 
affecting a su ve degree , or 
cused of coobunatalie, as we say how this news 


with the settlement of Cape Palmas, we hope, will 
free us from any censure of the kind, and may not 

being of our own creation, our child, 
our home in its intaney, and even to the ang 
twenty-si since 
wenty-six years . 
of the American Colonization Bociey 

r. Latrobe, 

now its President, made in 1828, yo mene | 
settlement ef Cape Palmas. Some eighteen mon 
rice for the em ts at Monrovia, we recalled the 
speech to mind, and a Palmas with no 
trade we did not anchor, but sailed it, quite 
close in shore, what observations we could, 
most charming spot we had yet seen in Africa. A 
bold rocky Cape of some 100 feet elevation, form- 
western cvast-line, guarding mouth of a river 
for landing on its northern side; partly covered 
southern exposure, on which were feeding numbers 
of cattle and sheep. Inquiries as to soil, timber, 


affected us. A brief t of our 

be out of place here. We can only look upon that set- 
hour, our nursling. On our first voyage to 
shipboard, we fell on a speech of toe 
after, when voyaging down the grain coast, seeking 
little interest, It being at that time no for 
as to its eligibility for a settlement. It was the 
ing an angle of about 45 with the north- 
with brush and partly with a green sward dn its 
and water, iaterior, were answered in the most fa- 


vorable manner. These facts were communicated 
to our old friend, Dr. Ayres, then Seo of the 
Maryland State Colonization Society. infor- 
mation was most opportune and providential. The 
executive of that Society had y ony found- 
ing a new settlement in Africa; but location 
and the Agent were not fixed upon. They now 
decided upon Cape Palmas, and put the matter 
under our charge. Although we lacked much, essen- 
predbedinwe fas ony cs gaan Sone se 
measure of so much im ty, 

et all we had we pian ear ody fend mind 

othing but a conviction that another could do 
better than ourself, induced us to abandon our 

t, after a service of three and we were 
instrumental in placing the settlement in o of 
Joha B. Russwurm, first Governor of A 
descent, with ea powers, in Liberia. 
the following four years of our voyaging life, Ow 
Palmas was our A home, and we oman 
in more ways than one, to be of service to Gov. 
Russwurm and the settlement. For sixteen years 
past, as General Agent of the Maryland State Col- 
onization Society, we have been the medium of 
communication between it and “ Maryland in Li- 
beria ;”’ in fact, to us has been committed the im- 
mediate care of our nursling and child. During 
this period in the various relations we have 
sustained towards that settlement, our first and 
dearest object and wish has been that ht 
be preserved between its citizens the native 
tribes immediately around them. To this, we 
pledged ourself and our successors to the native 
chiefs of whom we purchased the territory; for 
this we again and agaia forbore to resist, by arms, 
the unreasonable demands and petty extortions of 
the chiefs, in the infancy of the settlement, till for- 
bearance almost ceased to be a virtue ; for this, we 
urged the appointment of Governor Russwarm, a 
man of mild and conciliatory manners, of great 
prudence and judgment ; and for this we bave ever 
since, from time to time, pleaded with the execu- 
tive and all influential members of the settlement. 
Till now, till we received the sick 
war from the Cape Mount Kroomen, it has ever 
been our pride and boast, that, at Cape Palmas, 
although the land was held in common between 
the ccnite and natives, that eae Ge os 
in immediately proximity, yet all di had 
been settled without resort to arms; and open hos- 
tiltties had never yet been declared between them. 
Now, in a moment, all was changed, our pride was 
but humiliation and vain regret, our boast had be- 
come anempty one; the result of years of labor 
and earnest endeavors had come to naught ; ia the 
fair fields where peace had reigned for so many 
years, war and desolation now existed, and we re- 
peat, that it is no assumption of excessive humanity 
or tenderness to say, that all of pleas- 
ure from our visit to Africa were blighted, and we 
would gladly have avoided even a visit to Cape 
Palmas, did we not feel compelled by a sense of 
duty in some way to afford its citizens relief. 

At Cape Mount we learned little more than what 
the Kroomen so briefly communicated, vis.; that 
war existed, and we most anxiously looked forward 
to our arrival at Monrovia for more definite infor- 
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ayton was t in 

cause with ‘heheck 

induced them to plant an am- 

beach between their towns, and also 

war canoes by sea, to lie off 

ape Palmas. He ordered the and head- 
to 


ver he would fireu 
their town. At the expiration of the time fixed he 
ned fire, and the town wus soon in a blaze, An 
od headman came out with a white flag, but was 
forced to fly from the shot. In their retreat the 

burned up all the colonists’ houses not protec 
by the stations or big guns, Afterwards they 
came nightly and burned other houses. The Amer- 
icans and Rock Town people soon joined, marched 
down the beach, and burned all the Grahway towns 
to Half Cavalla. At the last advices, the natives 
were sueing for peace, but the Governor insists that 
the Grahway le shall remove to Bereby, out 
of the limits of the State; and that the Cape Pal- 
mas should cross the Cavalla River. This 
was objected to, and so the matter rested when 
Mrs, Rasswurm left. Mrs, Russwurm says that 
few of the colonists knew of the at. 
tack—her brother, R. 8. McGill, was first apprised 
pee Bea woe The officer in command of the 
could ly believe he was to fire when 
irected to do so, and required the orders repeated, 
Mrs. Russwurm estimates that at least one-third of 
the colonists are houseless, and have lost their all. 
The mission premises at Mt. Vaughan are de- 
stroyed, the occupants barely esca with their 
lives, Such is a outline of the derived 
from the most reliable sources. All agree in 
censure of Drayton; he seems to have assumed 
but meng ee. On the receipt of the 
eee San, . MeGill at once went down 
ooner Geo. K. MeGill, ordering the Moses 
to follow. Mrs. R. came up in the 
, and the Doctor remains in the 
It is a great satisfaction to me 


ground, but his 
sions; he to 


ult. ey been ate en 
report govern m na 
That very great eglitanne is need 
doubted ; in fact, the existence of 
it, a8 many are anxious to 
sail from this, day after 

Dr. McGill does not arrive by 
buy what provisions are in 
view of landing them there, shall 
what surplus sores the ship 
to the American Colonization . Rice 
soarce along the entire coast-line, and there 
flour in the market; nothing in way of 
except a few barrels of salt meat, 
most have lost all their clothing, I shall get 
eases of domestics and prints. It is » 

Mr. Drayton should have commenced ve 
ions without even powder in store. Had the 
natives made a stout resistance, the colony must 
certainly have been destroyed, for there were not 
twenty rounds of ammunition after the first day's 
fire—luckily McQill had some in store. 

February 5th.—I intended to have sailed for 
Cape Palmas this morning, but Dr. McGill came 
up pores | in the Moses Sheppard, the 
most painful intelligence from that place, Ali that 
| have before written was confirmed, the shade of 
])rayton’s folly and madness only being d ; 
but the worst remains to be told. The natives io 
vain sued for peace on honorable terms, or on being 

rmitted to remain in their country ; but 
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directly for Cape Palmas, The Goverament here | 


deserve all credit for promptness in action, We 
shall take on board to-morrow, to-day Saa- 
day, provisions and munitions of war, 
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reasonably hope to get off on Wednesday 4 
Such are the main facts of the case up to this date, 
and so stands the matter now. [ probably 
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purposes sailing next fall as f ee 
Avntcan Onaveou,—The African Methodist RECAPITULATION 
Church of the United States, which is of recent | sta ston nti Aetnienanabhetebaainiintneastinnanttiil ee 
date, already num 30,000 members 200 iit ochtliecetndaanaeathesataneael 
ministers, It owns Wilberforce University, near Heport of Ke ’ Os v Toe Apso coeceoee y= 
Xenia, Ohio, where Bishop Paine, the head of the . 6 m. ® & ote _» 
Church, resides. The have cost $50,000. II 9 eo ee 
No more Emancrration ww Lovurstana,—The Pane heater cng 
New Orleans Picayune, has the coe) OS © Seem See & Ceneny 
cited as the strongest act ever passed by the Lou- Reront or Rev. H. P. Boour vor Manon. 
isiana Legislature : ' an =. 4) 
Aw Act to Prohibit the Emancipation of Blaves : Bi ae ion Joh Mal Collection... . 2... .ceeees 
Skoriow 1, Be it enacted by the Senate and | Syracuse. —Rey. BD. Maltbie..... 0000000000000... 
House of Pr tatives of the of Louisiana, 4 ; tt worm ener isitctn iataliiataliniate tain dtaialasarns 
in General Assembly convened, That from and after} Mra. eee 
the * of this act, no slave shall be emanei- . Pen Me. Avery _ 
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